MURDER MYSTERY 101 | BE PART OF THE MYSTERY

The Guest Detective Cheat
Sheet

For the player who sees everything, says little, and quietly ruins everyone’s
alibi

You are not the odd one out. You are the torch in the room. This guide helps non-suspect players, guest
detectives, observers, and clue-hunters question suspects, track motives, and make the final accusation
count.

Browse Mystery Games

Explore Hosted Events

Created by Inspector Keyser for Murder Mystery 101 and Be Part Of The Mystery.
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Your role in the room

Not every player needs to be a suspect to matter. In many murder mystery games, a detective or non-suspect
role helps the whole room connect the dots.

You may not have a murder motive, but you have something just as powerful: permission to ask questions. You
can listen carefully, spot contradictions, pull quieter guests into the story, and help the host keep the investigation
alive.

The detective mindset
- Stay curious, not aggressive.
- Ask short questions and let suspects talk.
- Track motive, means, opportunity, and contradictions.
- Notice what people avoid, repeat, or over-explain.
- Invite quieter guests into the investigation without putting them on trial.
- Protect the fun. You are here to stir suspicion, not start a family feud.

What you should do What to avoid
- Introduce yourself as a friendly investigator. - Do not demand confessions.
- Ask one suspect a time where they were when - Do not read future clues early.
trouble started. - Do not invent facts that break the story.
- Write down names, motives, secrets, and weak alibis. - Do not force shy guests to perform.
- Share useful theories without dominating the room. - Do not decide someone is guilty only because they
- Help newer or quieter players understand what is wore excellent shoes. Tempting, but insufficient.
happening.
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How to question suspects without making it weird

Good detective questions feel like conversation with a little extra torchlight. You are not cross-examining a
witness in a courtroom. You are opening doors and seeing what falls out.

Starter questions Follow-up questions
- Where were you when the trouble began? - You said that very quickly. Why?
- Who were you with? - Who can confirm your story?
- Who had a reason to dislike the victim? - What changed after the last clue?
- What do you know that nobody else has said yet? - What are you not saying because it makes you look
- Who are you trying to protect? bad?
- What would make you look guilty, even if you are - Why should the room trust your version?
innocent? - Who benefits if we believe you?

Listen for these little clue-goblins
- Contradictions: two people tell different versions of the same moment.
- Motive: someone had a reason to want the victim gone.
- Means: someone had access to the weapon, poison, location, or method.
- Opportunity: someone could have done it at the right time.
- Over-explaining: a suspect gives a suspiciously polished answer.
- Silence: someone avoids a topic that keeps returning to the table.

Useful detective line

“l am not accusing you yet. | am simply placing your alibi under dramatic observation.”
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Take notes like an Inspector

You do not need a perfect evidence board. You need enough notes to avoid accusing three people for the same
crime because the snacks were distracting.

Suspect Motive Alibi Evidence or odd behaviour
Help quieter guests join in Keep big theories useful
A detective can make the game easier for guests who If the room gets loud, help turn chaos into evidence.
are nervous or unsure how loudly they are expected Ask for one fact behind each theory.
to play. - Separate fun suspicion from actual evidence.
- Ask them one-on-one questions. - Invite the loudest player to question someone new.
- Invite their theory before the final accusation. - Keep the final accusation grounded in clues.
- Give them time to read their clue before asking for an
answer.

- Treat listening as real participation.
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Make your final accusation count

At the end of the game, your accusation should do more than point dramatically across the table. Give the room
your case.

The final accusation formula

| accuse: [Name]
Because: they had motive, means, and opportunity.
The clue that convinced me: [Evidence or contradiction]

The suspicious behaviour | cannot ignore: [Alibi wobble, secret, or strange reaction]

My prime suspect Clue | cannot ignore
Best motive Possible red herring
Most suspicious alibi Final accusation

Inspector reminder
The best detective does not need to be the loudest person in the room. The best detective notices
what everyone else was too entertained to catch.
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More mystery tools

This cheat sheet works beautifully alongside the host guide and printable awards pack.

For hosts For the final reveal

Use the full hosting guide to plan the night, Use the awards pack to crown your Ace Detective,
prepare materials, manage clues, and keep Untouchable murderer, Dressed To Kill champion,
guests gloriously suspicious. and Drama Royalty.

Download Host Guide Download Awards Pack

Need a game or hosted event?

Browse printable murder mystery games, explore hosted events, or ask Inspector Keyser which case file fits
your group best.

Browse Mystery Games

Explore Hosted Events

Final note from the Inspector
You are not outside the game. You are the person holding the torch while the suspects argue in the
dark.

Mysterious regards,
Inspector Keyser
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